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Inspired by the memory of his father, Jock
developed his oratorical and academic gifts.
He graduated with honors from Tuskegee Uni-
versity and then matriculated to the University
of Notre Dame School of Law on an academic
scholarship. As a first year law student, Jock
founded the Black American Law Students’
Association (BALSA) chapter at Notre Dame.
Jock went on to earn his law degree from
Notre Dame in 1973.

Jock Smith began his career as a legal ad-
visor for the NAACP in Broome County, New
York and was a Professor of Afro American
Studies at New York State University. He then
served as an assistant attorney general for the
state of Alabama and served as a political
science professor at Tuskegee University.
Later, he opened his own law office in
Tuskegee and thereafter became a city munic-
ipal judge in Camp Hill, Alabama. Jock Smith
then went on to serve as County Attorney for
Macon County, Alabama, a position he held
for 15 years.

In 1996, Attorney Jock Smith co-founded a
partnership with the late renowned attorney
Johnnie Cochran and attorneys Keith Givens
and Samuel Cherry. The law firm of Cochran,
Cherry, Givens and Smith has 22 offices
across this country and continues to be one of
the most well-known criminal defense and civil
plaintiff law firms in this nation.

Attorney Jock Smith’s remarkable legal ca-
reer was filled with record-setting verdicts and
settlements on behalf of his clients, including
a landmark $1.6 billion verdict against South-
western Life insurance, which was the largest
in America in 2004. According to the National
Journal and Lawyers Weekly, the verdict re-
mains the largest civil verdict obtained by an
African American lawyer in the nation’s his-
tory. He also successfully won landmark cases
against Orkin Pest Control, Monsanto and oth-
ers. He represented the legacy estates of both
Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr. and he
represented the Negro League Players, and
civil rights leader Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth.

Attorney Smith also had a passion for sports
memorabilia. Jock Smith has the distinction of
owning one of the nation’s largest collections
of game-worn, sports memorabilia. He used
his national sports collection as an instru-
mental tool to motivate teens and young
adults to overcome challenges.

During his illustrious legal career, Attorney
Smith’s hard work and leadership was ac-
knowledged by numerous awards. He was
recognized by the Alabama Trial Lawyers As-
sociation for his tireless dedication and unwav-
ering commitments. He received the inaugural
Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Journey to Justice
Award in 2005 at the National Bar Association
Convention. And most recently, he was hon-
ored in the inaugural edition of Who’s Who in
Black Alabama and named a member of the
Board of Trustees at Tuskegee University in
2011.

As an author, Jock Smith shared his amaz-
ing life journey in an autobiography entitled
“Climbing Jacob’s Ladder: A Trial Lawyer’s
Journey on Behalf of ‘the Least of These’.”

Media personality and author Tavis Smiley
provided an insightful view of Jock’s writing
debut that accurately surmises his life’s jour-
ney:

“Jock Smith’s story is part history lesson
and part sermon and one hundred percent
fascinating. He and lawyers like his partner
Johnnie Cochran are modern-day knights,
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using their skills to protect both the poor and
defenseless. On a personal level, Climbing Ja-
cob’s Ladder shows how faith and hard work
can bring great success.”

Jock Smith was a member of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity Incorporated and he was the
first African American to serve on the board
for the President’s Advisory Council of the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation (NWF). Attorney
Smith also served as a member of the Na-
tional Finance Committee and served on the
President’s Advisory Council for the Demo-
cratic National Convention (DNC).

Jock Smith is survived by his wife of 45
years, Yvette Smiley-Smith and his daughter,
Janay Marriel Smith.

Our nation is eternally grateful for Attorney
Jock Smith’s contributions to the legal commu-
nity and to this nation. His commitment to ad-
vocacy to fight for the rights of the
disenfranchised is a great example for us all
to follow. He left an indelible mark in Alabama
and across this nation and his legacy will be
remembered for generations to come.

On a personal note, | was so honored to
know Attorney Jock Smith. | admired his great
oratorical skill and legal brilliance. | was in-
spired by his tenacious spirit and passion for
service to others. | know that he forged the
path upon which | now walk, and for that | am
eternally grateful.

Jock Smith lived out the meaning of his fa-
vorite quote: “Service is the price we pay for
the space that we occupy.”

It is with tremendous pride and a great privi-
lege to honor on this day, February 2, 2012,
the life and contributions of Attorney Jock Mi-
chael Smith with this tribute on the floor of the
U.S. House of Representatives. On behalf of
the State of Alabama and this nation, | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the life and
legacy of Attorney Jock Smith by paying our
fair share for the space that we occupy.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VIET-
NAMESE NEW YEAR: TET, 2012—
YEAR OF THE DRAGON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Viethamese New Year: Tet,
2012—Year of the Dragon. As the Viethamese
community in Greater Cleveland gathers to
celebrate, | join them in honoring their rich his-
tory and culture.

Tet is the time of the year to pay homage
to ancestors, reconnect with friends and family
and celebrate every hope and possibility rising
with the new year. This year's gathering will
once again honor community volunteers and
leaders, showcasing many Vietnamese cul-
tural treasures including Viethamese culinary
cuisine, music and dance.

This year also marks thirty-seven years of
service to the community by the Vietnamese
Community in Greater Cleveland, Inc. This or-
ganization has been an invaluable resource
for hundreds of Clevelanders of Vietnamese
descent, linking them to needed resources
and preserving the rich heritage of the Viet-
namese people.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
recognize Le Nguyen, President of the Viet-
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namese Community in Greater Cleveland,
Inc., and every member, past and present, for
their dedication to Vietnamese-Americans of
Northeast Ohio.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in celebration of the Vietnamese New Year:
Tet, 2012—Year of the Dragon. May every
American of Vietnamese heritage hold their
cultural legacy forever in their hearts, and find
peace and happiness within every new day of
the rising new year.

A TRIBUTE TO JACK O'DONNELL
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the retirement of West Des Moines Police
Chief Jack O’Donnell, and to express my ap-
preciation for his dedication and commitment
in his years of service in law enforcement.

Mr. O’'Donnell’s entire life has been one of
service. During the Vietnam War, Jack served
our country in the Army before returning home
in 1969 to begin his law enforcement career.
For the last 43 years, Jack has contributed his
time and his talents to the betterment of com-
munities both in lowa and neighboring Ne-
braska.

For the last 13 years, Mr. O’'Donnell has
served West Des Moines honorably as Chief
of Police. Under his leadership, the West Des
Moines Police Department transitioned from a
reactive department to a proactive one. Jack
made it a point to get to know his residents
and despite a boom in population over his ten-
ure, West Des Moines crime rates have re-
mained low under his watch.

Throughout his illustrious and lengthy ca-
reer, Jack has never wavered in his commit-
ment to justice and security. Mr. O’'Donnell is
a testament to the high quality character in-
stilled in lowans, and the city of West Des
Moines owes him a great debt of gratitude for
his service. While Jack’s leadership will be
missed, he leaves behind a more secure com-
munity that will continue to benefit from his
service for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent the
people of West Des Moines in the United
States Congress, and | wish Jack and his wife
Marilyn a long, happy and healthy retirement.
Thank you.

————

A TRIBUTE TO MARVIN NEALS,
CELEBRATED COACH, MENTOR,
AND EDUCATION ADVOCATE

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a remarkable coach, principal, and
mentor to the young men and women in Mis-
souri, Mr. Marvin Neals.

Marvin Neals has thirty years of coaching
experience. In 1974 Marvin Neals started his
epic career at Soldan High School, in St.
Louis, Missouri, where he won a Class 4A
state title. After 16 years, Marvin Neals left
coaching to pursue a career in education ad-
ministration. The Hall of Fame coach could not
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be kept away from his passion for long, and
returned to coach at Cardinal Ritter College
Prep High School in 2000. Marvin Neals has
already recorded three Class 3 championships
with Cardinal Ritter.

On January 25, 2012, Marvin Neals reached
a coaching milestone winning his 600th game.
Marvin Neals was praised by his current and
former players after the momentous win. The
players spoke of his great influence and im-
pact he has had on their lives. Marvin Neals
wants to keep coaching the game he loves as
long as possible, with no thoughts of slowing
down in the future.

Mr. Speaker, Marvin Neals has dedicated
his life to bettering the lives of the young men
and women of St. Louis. His commitment can
be recognized by the admiration of his col-
leagues, present and former players and stu-
dents, and the remarkable feat of 600 career
wins. | urge my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring his remarkable service to the United
States, the State of Missouri, and the St. Louis
community.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at
a balanced budget amendment passed the
House by a bipartisan vote of 300-132, the
national debt was $4,801,405,175,294.28.

Today, it is $15,351,406,294,640.49. We've
added $10,550,001,119,346.21 to our debt in
16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have
avoided with a balanced budget amendment.

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREATER ROCH-
ESTER AREA PARTNERSHIP FOR
THE ELDERLY

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 20th anniversary of the
Greater Rochester Area Partnership for the El-
derly (GRAPE).

GRAPE works to provide networking, edu-
cation, and advocacy on behalf of the elderly
population and has been very successful.
Today, GRAPE has 300 members from over
200 agencies and organizations throughout
the greater Rochester area.

GRAPE is a non-profit organization that
consists of professionals, students, and volun-
teers; citizens who are dedicated to caring for
our elderly population. The group has not only
personally assisted those in need, but has
also produced a landmark health care publica-
tion: the Professionals Guide to Elder Serv-
ices. This guide is the most current, accurate,
and up-to-date listing of elder services in the
greater Rochester area and has been of great
assistance to  healthcare  professionals
throughout upstate New York.
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| thank everyone involved with the Greater
Rochester Area Partnership of the Elderly for
their committed service to the elderly commu-
nity. GRAPE’s success is due to their efforts
and | applaud their dedication.
—

REINTRODUCTION OF THE NORTH
MAUI COASTAL PRESERVATION
ACT OF 2012

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the North Maui Coastal Preservation
Act of 2012, a bill directing the National Park
Service to study the suitability and feasibility of
designating certain lands along the northern
coast of Maui, between Sprecklesville and
Paia, as a unit of the National Park System.
| have previously introduced this bill in the
110th and 111th Congresses.

The citizens of Maui strongly support pres-
ervation of this coast, which provides impor-
tant open space and public beach areas.

The beautiful coastline of North Maui is
under significant development pressure. Its
closeness to major population centers in Maui
and its popularity with both visitors and resi-
dents makes protecting access a major pri-
ority.

Supporters of this park have asked that it be
named after Congresswoman Patsy Takemoto
Mink, a native of Maui who grew up in the
Hamakua Poko/Paia area. While this bill,
which authorizes a study, does not direct what
the prospective national park would be named,
| would certainly support naming it after Patsy
Mink, whose commitment to the people of the
island and state was without question.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill.

RECOGNIZING GREG STRADER FOR
RECEIVING THE CHAMPIONS OF
CHANGE AWARD

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, | rise
today to recognize Greg Strader, founder of
Be Ready Alliance Coordinating for Emer-
gencies (BRACE).

We have been reminded frequently that the
threat of natural disasters is always imminent,
and vigilance is crucial. Greg Strader has de-
voted his career to natural disaster emergency
preparedness. In serving with the American
Red Cross for more than 32 years, he has re-
sponded to natural disasters in various capac-
ities; whether it is hurricanes, tornados, floods,
fires, or plane crashes, Mr. Strader has always
been willing to give of himself to assist others.

Following the devastation to the Gulf Coast
caused by Hurricanes Ivan and Dennis, Mr.
Strader saw a need for improved disaster re-
sponse. His experience led him to found
BRACE, whose mission is to minimize loss of
life, injury, property damage, environmental
impact, and economic damage caused by nat-
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ural disasters. BRACE’s response to the BP
Deepwater Horizon oil spill cleanup is an ex-
cellent example of the organization’s invalu-
able contribution. In less than 36 hours, Mr.
Strader assembled more than 1,900 volun-
teers who contributed over ten thousand vol-
unteer hours in efforts to minimize the disas-
ter's adverse impact.

| commend Greg Strader and BRACE for
their efforts in making the northwest Florida
community safer, stronger, and better pre-
pared to expeditiously address the devastation
of natural disasters and congratulate them on
receiving the Presidential “Champions of
Change Award.” My wife Vicki and | wish Mr.
Strader, the staff of BRACE, and their families
all the best for continued success.

CONGRATULATING DR. MILDRED
GARCIA ON HER RECENT AP-
POINTMENT AS PRESIDENT OF
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,
FULLERTON

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 3, 2012

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Dr. Mildred Garcia,
President of California State University,
Dominguez Hills, who was recently named the
new president of California State University,
Fullerton by the California State University
Board of Trustees.

California State University, Dominguez
Hills—located in my congressional district—
has benefitted greatly from Dr. Garcia’s lead-
ership. Dr. Garcia is the first Latina to ever
hold the title of president at a university in the
CSU system, and her track record of success
at CSU Dominguez Hills offers a shining ex-
ample to university presidents across the na-
tion. Her hard work and commitment to public
education has helped to raise the status of the
university in our community and across the
state of California.

Dr. Garcia, the daughter of Puerto Rican im-
migrants, grew up of humble means in Brook-
lyn, New York. The second youngest of seven
children, Dr. Garcia worked as a secretary to
put herself through college and understood
that the key to opportunity and success is a
good education. After receiving two masters
degrees from NYU and Columbia, Dr. Garcia
went on to obtain her Ed.D. from Columbia
University, Teachers College.

Before coming to CSU Dominguez Hills, Dr.
Garcia taught at Arizona State University and
spent ten years as the president of Berkeley
College in New York. Over the past four and
a half years, Dr. Garcia has worked diligently
to elevate the status of CSU Dominguez Hills.
When she began her tenure at Dominguez
Hills, the university was struggling to meet en-
rollment targets and had an incoming fresh-
man class with an average high school GPA
below 3.0.

Dr. Garcia has been able to raise enrollment
levels to a record high of 15,000 students. In
2010-11 CSU Dominguez Hills received
27,036 student applications, an increase of 62
percent compared to 2006-07. CSU
Dominguez Hills is also enjoying higher reten-
tion and graduation rates, and is becoming a
more popular option for students just grad-
uating from high school. Dr. Garcia has also
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